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The Wind In The Willows by Kenneth Grahame Week 6 

And so we come back in our story to Mr Toad, does he still have his obsession with motor cars? We will 

find out in Episode 6. 

Don’t forget you can listen to the BBC as an audiobook (free, but you will have to create an account if you 

don’t have one, or find it on the BBC Sounds app) 

And read the script, which you can download from the Willow Class homework page. 

Our objective this week is write Mr Toad a persuasive letter. He needs our help as we join Ratty, Mole and 

Badger in trying to save him from himself. 

Task 1 
 
Look up, tell, 

read and 
listen. 

The first task is to enjoy reading Episode 6. 
 
While you’re reading, have a think about how Mr Badger tries to persuade Mr Toad. Do 
you think it will work? What is your opinion?  
 
But before you get started, look up these words and write their meanings in your book, 
it will help you along the way (Here is a good online dictionary if you don’t have one): 
 

Summons, arrayed, disregarded, backsliding, submissive, moping, 
conceited, Magistrate, impertinence 

 
Can you tell the story so far to a nearby adult? 
 
Now read the script and have a pencil and paper ready as I am sure there will be other 
words that you might want to look up. 
 
You can use the audiobook too, if you like or share your reading with an adult. 
 

Task 2 
 

The art of 
persuasion 

Mr Toad is heading for trouble! We need to persuade him to change his ways before it is 
too late. 
 
But what is persuasion? Watch this little video for a reminder… 
 
We are going to write Mr Toad a persuasive letter, so it would be helpful for you to see 
an example – there is a letter below and a checklist of features that you should include. 
 
Take a pencil or highlighter and find all the features listed on the checklist in the letter. 
 
Did you find them all? 
 
There is one big difference between this letter and the one we are going to write. This 
letter is trying to persuade Ms Vengeance to do something to help, where as we are 
trying to persuade Mr Toad to stop driving carelessly or to drive more carefully. 
Although, this could also be to help – to help the other road users, to help the police, to 
help his friends and the animals reputation. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/brand/b03g64pq
https://www.northleighprimaryschool.org.uk/classes_Y4_Willow_03_Homework.php
https://chambers.co.uk/search/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hD9arWXIddM
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Task 3 

 
Getting to 
the point 

In this task we are going to plan the points we are going to make in the letter and the 
arguments and reasons why we think they are a good idea. 
 

 Think of 3 persuasive points that you would like to make to Mr Toad. They could 
be about road safety; they could be about the environment; they could be about 
Mr Toad’s future – what will happen to him if he doesn’t stop terrorising 
everyone. 

 

 For each point, list some reasons why it would be good for Mr Toad to do what 
you are suggesting – how would it be to his benefit? 

 

 For each point, list some reasons why it would benefit other people if Mr Toad 
does what you suggests. 

 

 Plan what order you think they should be in. 
 

 Think about what you are going to say in your introduction – tell Mr Toad the 
reason you are writing. Could you come up with a rhetorical question to get Mr 
Toad thinking about why he should change? (Do you want to end up in prison? Do 
you not care that you hurt other people?). 

 

 Make a note of what you might write in your conclusion – re-making your main 
points. 

 
Now you have a 5 paragraph plan! 
 

Task 4 
 

Persuading 
Mr Toad 

Now it is time to use your plan to write your letter to persuade Mr Toad to change his 
ways. 
 
Use the example letter below to help you with the layout of the letter and the checklist 
to make sure that you have included all the features. 
 
Think about persuasive vocabulary – look at the persuasive writing examples below for 
inspiration, they will help you to organise your ideas. 
 
Write your introduction, tell Mr Toad your reason for writing – you want to help him! 
 
For your 3 main points, make your point to Mr Toad, persuade him with reasons why it 
would be good for him and then persuade him with reasons why it would be good for 
other people. Each point and its reasons forms a different paragraph. 
 
Make sure that you write a concluding paragraph, re-stating your main points. 
 
Can you save Mr Toad? 
 
I’d love to see your letter and see how persuasive you can be, take a photo and email it 
to me. Do ask me questions if you are not sure about anything. 
 
Take care! 
 
Mr Webster.  
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